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will accept it as a small return for your book on Ancient               l

Metaphysics which, in consequence of the encouragement               j

given me in your letter, I have called for, and received,
from Mr Gadell.

I am ashamed that I had not long before this time              /

read this book. The journey wliich I have in view will
not allow me at present to read the whole of it. I have
however read with much attention a good deal of it, and
particularly what you say on the subjects of Liberty, and
Space, and Time. I agree so entirely with Dr Clarke in
my notions of Liberty that, where you differ from him, I
find myself obliged to differ from you. But perhaps, as
your Lordship observes on page 307, there may be no               ^

other  difference  than   arises   from   a   different   use   of               ^

words.

I think you extremely right in asserting that will
implies liberty in the idea of it, and in laying a stress
on the distinction between sensations and ideas> and               ?f

between moral and natural necessity.     These   are   dis-               i

tinctions of great  importance;   but  I  think that it is               f

also highly proper to distinguish between the active and               1 -

passive faculties of the soul.    Did we act by the same               ||

necessity by which we believe the truth of a proposition               P

upon attending to its evidence, or judge two and two to
be equal to four, we could not (I think) be said to be free.
There seems to be the same difference between these
that there is between seeing the way upon directing our               f\

eyes to it, and walking along it,    In the one case, we                {*

only receive an impression.     In the other, we exert a                i

power.                                                                                            |

I am much obliged to you for the remarks you have                I

made on my concession to Dr Priestley, that the soul                f*

is extended. But I have not explicitly made this con-
cession. The truth is, that I am much at a loss how to
frame my ideas on this subject All I am satisied about after employing myself in  laying   my
